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UCVR as an ‘accountable body’ – Case Study.
Residents of Cockcroft and Wilkinson House in Lydgate have completed a project to create
an outside community space, where they can meet and socialise with their neighbours. A
bare washing line yard has been transformed aesthetically into a community garden, with
planters and seating areas. The immediate feedback from other residents and visitors was,
how amazing the project has been in bringing people together who might otherwise have
just passed on the entrance path or in the doorway.

The project was a firstly made possible by the initiative of the residents to do something
about their external environment. Funding was available from the town council but there
was a barrier to the residents being given the funds directly as they were not a constituted
group. The UCVR as a community support organisation have the remit to apply for funding
on behalf of such groups and did so for this particular resident group.

The process was one of collaboration between councillors and the UCVR to facilitate the
project that would otherwise be limited in impact without the resources. In this case the
UCVR applied to Todmorden Town for £990 taking a 10% admin fee. The residents bought
items and the UCVR paid the bills on receipt of expenses claims.

The output of the project was the transformation of the space into a communal area for
socialising and relaxing. The social outcome was one where isolation of residents was
eliminated. Seemed like amazing value for the cost.

Above: Cllrs. Any Hollis and Ken White (Mayor) meeting with residents.
Some of the comments from residents and visitors:

“I have been visiting a friend of mine for many, many years and have been overwhelmed by
the change in the court yard area outside her block of flats. It has transformed from a barren
unwelcoming concrete area to an oasis of breathtaking colour and a joy to look at. Now
instead of being in her flat with no balcony or garden we sit outside with our cups of tea
come rain or shine. A pleasure to use that space now”.

